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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

Washington.D.C. 20505 


Executive Begietry 




The Honorable Earl L. Butz 
Secretary of Agriculture 

Fourteenth Street and Independence Avenue, S W 
Washington, D. C. 20250 

Dear Earl: 

The ^ ^cent reorganization of the Administration's agricultural 
fh pS| kmg mac hinery provides an opportunity to review the role 
that CIA s economic intelligence unit can play in support of you and 
other members of the new Agricultural Policy Committee 

policymTk^with f p ECOn0miC Research su PPorts US Government 
policymakers with economic reporting and analysis. Its current 

epor mg on agriculturally related developments abroad is based 

ssification, and can provide an important supplement to other 

“hanloTecf 16 * ^ * •**** *» CIA staff of 
n f economls ‘ s provides a wide-ranging research 
capability on foreign economic problems, including those bearing 
directly or indirectly on US agricultural interests ® 

commmee Ur T ” c , hairman of the reorganized Cabinet-level 
of all US Government* ass ets“ ’ciA^tand* t0 d ^ W ° n the s “PP°rt 
array of analytical talents in' support of yourcommft^fsM " 11 
the Agricultural Working Group. To be most effective in twf ’ 
upport, I believe it is important that CIA's Office of Economic 
Research be represented at the regular meetings of the Agricultural 


m 


m 
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If you agree, please let me know whom my Director of 

thi:r«; r Besearch ' Dr - -sx, 


25X1A 


Sincerely, 


Georp^ush 

Director 




oj£r ~Uas~ 
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Letter to The Honorable Earl L. Butz 
From: Director of Central Intelligence Agency 


CONCUR: 



elligence 




EWProctor:fbr (18 May 1976) 
Distribution: 

Original - Addressee 
1 - Director 
1 - DDCI 

(j)- Executive Registry 
1 - Director/OER 
1 - DDI Chrono 
1 - DDI OER File 


f 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 


The Director 


Executive Registry 




Attached for your signature is a letter to 
Secretary Butz asking that our Office of Economic 
Research (OER) be represented on a working group 
that is subordinate to a new Cabinet-level committee 
that Butz chairs. 

The Cabinet -level committee replaced a 
committee chaired by the Council of Economic 
Advisers. OER was represented on the working 
group of the older committee. -.We have come to 
learn that OER's exclusion from the new working 
group was intentional. Informal probes indicate 
that the only way OER can be represented is for 
you to ask Butz. OER membership would be 
supported by Treasury, State, and others. The 
attached memorandum from OER provides more 
detail. 


Ed Proctor 


Date 18 May 1976 


FORM frti USE PREVIOUS 

5-75 » EDITIONS 


7.£.J2 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: 


FROM 


SUBJECT 


-£PI- 3gg7 -7> 


18 May 1976 


Esecutivs Registry 


, LC 

Director of Central Intelligence 

Maurice C. Ernst " 7 t — 

Director of Economic Research 

Deputy Director for Intelligence 

Letter to Secretary Butz Requesting 
CIA Participation in Agricultural 
Working Group 


Of AgiicuUure tt E^? d B d f aft letter from you to Secretary 
invi 'L, uiture, Earl Butz, requests that CIA/OER. be 

nvited to participate in the meetings of the newlv 

ormed Agricultural Working Group. The Agricultural 

Assis?LtT P ^ 3 body Shai?ed C by tUral 

Affairs R?ch;^ a 5 Y ,? f A 9 r iculture for International 
thf i ' Flchard B ell/ and whose members include all 

h' ^gSu“urai n ff? 3enCleS in Washi " 9 tcn concerned 
reSesf^fS „ tl affairs except CIA.* OER was 

Grmrn d S A he P rede cessor body, the Food Deputies " 

Group, almost since its creation in June 1974. - 

estah?i : QhfS ! racent feorganization. President Ford 
? d A 9ficultural Policy Committee at the 
Cabinet level chaired by Secretary Butz. Previouslv 

P ° 11CY ha4 falle " Within the 
Boarfl -i f P} e J ood Committee of the Economic Policy 

role and State P la ^ d a d omina^ 

chaired su b°rdinate Food Deputies Group was 

Sas clfarL % mem .° f thS CEA ‘ The reorganization 

aa?Jcn??niL deS t? ned t0 give USDA 3 dominant role in 
? 1 ?° llcy and is ge^el^lly viewed as an 

Administration?"" ^ belt Criticism of the 


BTR CE nA m Tr ^ SU ^ y f S ^ ate ' Commerce, OMB, CIEP, NSC 
Stability?^* 10 C ° Unci1 ' Council on Wage and Price 
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n . 3 1 It is not by accident that OER was left off the 

wiv- agencies invited to participate in the Agricultural 
Working Group. OER studies on Soviet grain crops and 
import needs, the capacities of Soviet ports to handle 
gram imports, Chinese and East European agriculture, 

™° rldw i d e supply and demand for grain, in particular 
or US gram, have provided US policymakers both with 
unique information and with independent assessments on 
oreign agriculture. These have sometimes been at 
variance with USDA positions. CIA's information and 
evaluations on foreign agriculture are made available 
to USDA through both oral briefings and dissemination 
of written material. At the same time CEA, 0MB, 

Treasury and State frequently call CIA for independent 
° n ? oreign agriculture . Since the disappearance 
US grain stocks in 1973, the promotion and protection 
ot farm incomes and the dampening of inflation have 
been increasingly in conflict. 

a - 4 " Our understanding of agricultural policy issues 

? bllltY t( ? ? u PP° rt policymakers have benefitted 
g ly from participation in the meetings of the Food 
Deputies Group. We believe the same benefits would 
result from our participation in the Agricultural 

Althou g h we know that its Chairman, 

Richard Bell, does not want to invite us, we have noh 
discussed this matter with him directly, and we doubt 
that Secretary Butz has been involved in the decision 
o keep us out. The CEA, Treasury and State will 
support any effort on our part to get on the Agricultural 
Working Group. We believe Bill Seidman will also help. 

If you have any further questions Douglas Diamond, 

who attend 5 Ch± t f agricultural economist, Lynn Johnston, 
who attended most meetings of the Food Deputies Group, 
and I will be happy to brief you. P 


MAURICE C. ERNST 


Attachment: 
as stated 


25X1A 


Distribution: 

Orig & 1 - Addressee w/att 
1 - DDCI w/att 
*1 - DDI w/att 

1 - ER w/att 

2 - O D/OER w/att 

OD/ OER/MCErns 18 May '76) 
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